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giFtEd CommuniCation arts
Section A/Semester 1  Section B/Semester 2 
Grade Level: 5
For qualifying students, this course continues to develop 
their reading skills as they are introduced to lengthier novels, 
studies of poetry and analysis of drama. Critical-thinking skills 
are intertwined with activities using novels in order to sharpen 
students’ analytical abilities. Reading-comprehension instruction 
allows students to practice identifying main ideas and themes 
in any given passage. Explorations of mood, tone and point-of-
view allow students to understand readings with greater depth. 
Students continue to develop their writing skills by focusing on 
structure, format and grammar with a concentration on crafting 
quality sentences, organizing paragraphs, writing summaries 
and adding detail to their writing. Using the same characteristics 
found in their readings, students learn to write for a variety of 
audiences. Grammar is also included in this course to provide 
yearlong exposure to the parts of speech and their functions in 
simple and complex sentences.

giFtEd litEraturE study
1 Semester   Grade Level: 5
For qualifying students, this Junior Great Books program employs 
a method of interpretive reading and discussion known as 
Shared Inquiry. This distinctive approach to learning enables 
teachers and learning coaches to foster a vibrant environment 
in which students acquire the habits and strategies of self-reliant 
thinkers, readers and learners. Through their own curiosity and 
attentive questioning, leaders serve as partners in inquiry with 
their students, helping the group work together to discover 
meaning in a reading selection and to build interpretations. 
The process reaches its fullest expression during Shared Inquiry 
discussion, in which leaders and students think and talk about 
an interpretive question that arises from a particular story. Using 
LiveLesson, students will interact with peers twice during each 
unit for Shared Inquiry and presentations of personal writing.

giFtEd math
Section A/Semester 1   Section B/Semester 2 
Grade Level: 5
For qualifying students, this course reinforces topics introduced 
in third- and fourth-grade math courses including ratios, 
proportions, percentages, measurement and patterns. Students 
build on their prior knowledge of ratios and percentages to solve 
statistics and probability problems, and to study patterns and 
variables as a precursor to solving equations and inequalities. 
Students also explore the foundations of geometry, including 
classifying polygons and using formulas to determine the 
perimeter, area and volume of geometric figures. Throughout 
the course, students create and interpret graphs, solve multistep 
problems and review topics presented in prior lessons. 
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VIP
Virtual Instruction Program

Missouri’s K-12

Microsoft Office 2000 or XP, or compatible software for word  �
processing, creating and reading spreadsheets, and creating 
presentations. (You will not be able to complete school 
assignments if your software cannot open and save files using 
Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint formats.)

Adobe Acrobat Reader 7.0 or greater (free at   �
http://www.adobe.com)

Flash Player 9 or latest version (free at   �
http://www.macromedia.com)

Windows Media Player 10 or greater (available at   �
http://www.microsoft.com) 
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